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ABOUT THE RIDE
Each May, Action Cycling Atlanta, Inc. (ACA) produces the AIDS Vaccine 200 (AV200), a two-day, two-hundred mile charity bike ride 
through Georgia that raises money and awareness for HIV research and care. In its thirteen years, ACA, an all-volunteer organization, has 
raised more than $1.6 million specifically earmarked for AIDS vaccine research. Generous corporate sponsorships and gifts from patrons 
are used to cover the costs of the ride, allowing 100% of all money raised by riders and volunteers to go directly to our beneficiaries.

The principal beneficiary is the Emory Vaccine Center (EVC), the largest and most comprehensive academic vaccine research center in 
the world. Along with its clinical research and evaluation unit, the Hope Clinic, the EVC is at the forefront of the global fight to treat 
and cure HIV/AIDS, working in collaboration with other universities, governments and private industry.  Emory University has a long 
history of success in HIV research, including the development of Emtriva, an antiretroviral drug currently used by 94% of HIV-positive 
Americans. With the help of ACA, Emory was the first university in the world to have an HIV vaccine in human trials. 

Funds raised by our participants are used to support and train the next generation of HIV researchers as seed grants for novel ideas. This 
helps young scientists generate data needed to be eligible for prestigious federal grants. In addition to advancing HIV research, greater 
understanding of the immune system through their research at the EVC has led to unexpected breakthroughs in areas outside HIV, 
including cancer treatment and other autoimmune diseases. To date, every dollar of private funding at the EVC has led to seventeen 
dollars in federal research funds in the future.

RIDE HISTORY
In 2003, a group of cyclists (pictured below) that had previously participated in AIDS rides produced by Pallotta Teamworks, joined 
together to form Action Cycling Atlanta, Inc. (ACA). Following the 2002 European AIDS Vaccine Ride, the group was dismayed by 
the overhead costs of the ride. Additionally, the end of Pallotta Teamworks created a fundraising vacuum for the beneficiaries from the 
Pallotta rides. ACA was incorporated as a 501(c)(3) charitable organization in 2003 whose mission is to raise awareness and funding for 
HIV/AIDS vaccine research that will one day eradicate the disease. Written into the bylaws of ACA is our commitment to adhere to the 
standards set forth by the Better Business Bureau’s Wise Giving Alliance and to minimize event expenses, returning as much of the funds 
raised by event participants directly to our beneficiaries. 

Beginning in 2005, ACA partnered with Atlanta-area AIDS service organizations in order to increase HIV awareness in the community 
and contribute funding to those who are affected daily by this disease. To date, a total of $  raised by participants has been 
donated to our beneficiaries: the Emory Vaccine Center (including the Hope Clinic), Jerusalem House, Positive Impact, AID Atlanta, and 
AIDS Athens.  
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According to the World Health Organization (WHO), there are 35 million people worldwide living with HIV, and most individuals 
living with HIV or at risk for HIV do not have access to prevention, care, or treatment. Not only does the HIV epidemic affect the health 
of individuals, it impacts households, communities, and the economic growth of nations. Many of the countries hardest hit by HIV also 
suffer from other infectious diseases, food insecurity, and other serious problems. In fact, AIDS is still the leading cause of death in sub-
Saharan Africa, and the fourth leading cause of death worldwide. 

CLOSER TO HOME...
1.1 million Americans are infected with HIV.

There are nearly 50,000 new infections in the United States each year.

Atlanta has one of the highest new infection rates among 18-24 year olds in the country. It is three times the national average.

ABOUT HIV/AIDS 

UNDERSTANDING HIV
The Emory Vaccine Center (EVC) conducts 
ground-breaking research on nearly 
every aspect of the virus, including the 
immune system’s response to HIV and the 
evolutionary relationships between SIV in 
monkeys and HIV in humans.

PREVENTING HIV
Emory was the first university in the world 
to develop an AIDS vaccine in human 
trials. Developed by a research team led 
by Harriet Robinson, PhD, and in clinical 
trials for several years, this vaccine will 
hopefully enter large-scale efficacy trials 
in the coming year. The Hope Clinic of 
the EVC tests vaccines from researchers 
around the world and is one of the largest 
testing sites for the National Institute of 
Health’s HIV Vaccine Trials Network.

CURING HIV
In addition to developing a vaccine to 
prevent HIV infection, scientists at the EVC 
are exploring new approaches to create 
a functional cure for HIV. By combining 
antiretroviral drugs and a therapeutic 
vaccine, they aim to destroy latent HIV in 
the body.

RESEARCH at THE EVC

  RESEARCHER VOLUNTEERS - 2014 RIDE
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RECENT FINANCIALS

Registered Participants
riders
volunteer / crew

Contributions from Individuals
individual donations contributed to charities
patron donations
individual sponsorships
average funds raised per rider

Contributions from Corporations / Business Entities
corporate sponsorships
matching gifts
in-kind (non-cash) donations

Other Income
other income
interest income
registration fees

There are several ways to sponsor the AIDS Vaccine 200. We gladly accept monetary donations, volunteers, in-kind donations, and hosts 
for fundraising events leading up to the ride. We greatly appreciate all our volunteers and sponsors. 

HOW CAN YOU HELP? 

SAM MORGAN
404.556.6110
smorgan@actioncycling.org

CHUCK PODGURSKI
404.663.8549
cpodgurski@actioncycling.org 

PLATINUM
GOLD

SILVER
BRONZE

$10,000
$5,000 
$2,500
$1,000 

SPONSORSHIP LEVELS
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Please contact the sponsorship chairs below, and let us chat about 
how we can get your company involved!



company will be featured in press release announcing sponsorship commitment

opportunity to speak at Friday night orientation, Saturday morning opening ceremony, 

and/or Sunday night closing ceremony

company on promotional postcards and/or posters*

logo on directional signs positioned throughout 200-mile route*

present official check at Closing Party (July)

opportunity for presentation at company offices by ACA Board and/or EVC

sponsor banner at closing ceremonies*

sponsor banner at Friday night orientation dinner*

sponsor banner at start/finish lines*

private tour of Emory Vaccine Center

mention in Emory electronic newsletter and Emory ride-related press releases

placement of sponsor banner at lunch stops during ride

logo on AV200 sponsor banner at ride’s official start/finish line*

mention in all press releases

logo on ride jerseys*

logo on commemorative t-shirt*

placement of sponsor banner at a pitstop during ride

logo/listing in participant communications (newsletters, emails)

hyperlinked company logo on AV200 website (www.av200.org)

opportunity to form company team and team webpage with support from ride staff 

(some registration fees may be waived based on sponsorship level)

opportunity for direct product exposure during ride (subject to approval)

invitation to ride finishing dinner (Sunday evening) and Closing Party (July)

recognition at Friday night orientation, Saturday morning opening ceremony, and 

closing events
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AV200 SPONSORSHIP INFORMATION FORM
Please complete the following information and return to the address below.

COMPANY NAME

CONTACT PERSON

TITLE

PHONE

STREET ADDRESS

CITY

EMAIL ADDRESS

FAX

STATE ZIP

Action Cycling Atlanta, Inc. is a not-for-profit 501(c)(3) organization as defined in Section 509(a)(1) and 170(b)(1)(A)(vi) of the Internal 
Revenue Service code. Your donation is 100% tax deductible to the extent allowable by law.

Please send completed form (and payment) to:

SPONSORSHIP LEVEL
PLATINUM ($10,000+) GOLD ($5,000-$9,999) SILVER ($2,500-$4,999) BRONZE ($1,000-$2,499)

PAYMENT
PAYMENT ENCLOSED CHECK WILL BE MAILED SEPARATELY  

Checks should be made to Action Cycling Atlanta, Inc.

ACTION CYCLING ATLANTA, INC.
c/o STEPHEN FRANGIS

P.O. BOX 8363
ATLANTA, GA 31106
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WWW.AV200.ORG

HOPE          allfor


